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Center for Tehran
Urban Planning
& Studies

‘Rising population, shortage of welfare, edu-
cetional and hygienic facilities in villages,
attraction of cities and enemployment of vil-
lager are the main factors that play a signifi-
cant role in the uncontrolled migration of vil-
lagers to cities.

However, this migration has created a great
deal of problems for urban residents who
bave to live in a restricted arca, including
gir polhution in different parts of the country
which put people’s health at risk.

Consumption of water and energy in a cen-
tralized manner and the flow of industrial
waste into water resources have resulted in
the pollution of surface and subterranean wa-
ters. The transfer of water from remote areas

to cities and turning them into wastewater
that feed the absorbing wells damage the soil.
This also threatens the waters of natural re-
sources transferred to urban areas. A

However, these are not all the environmen-
tal problems of the citics, because damages
to the so0il texture considerably increase the
risk of earthquakes. Aboul 25 percent of Ira-
nians live in the capital city. Tehran. This un-
conventional concentration of population has
other negative consequences. the most impor-
tant of which arc increasing pressures on the
enviroament and covironmental pollutions,
as well as destruction of natural resources.
The reduction of natural environments, con-
current with a rise in the needs of residents of
Tehran for a healthy environment, has created
complications for urban managers and plan-
ners.

Main Objective

Subsequently, Tehran City Council has
commissioned the Center for Tehran Urban
Planning and Studies to present its report on
Tehran's state of environment (SOE) to the
council for the last Iranian year (¢cnded March
20, 2008).

Since the preparation of the report on Te-
bran’s SOE has already begun, the deputy
head of the Center for Tehran Urban Planning
and Studies, Seyyed Mohammad Mojabi, was
intcrviewed on the objcctives involved.

Mojabi commented on Tehran's state of en-
vironment as follows:

The most important objective of the project
is to achieve sustainable urban development
within the limits of Tehran megalopolis and
the findings of the project will be used to
adopt strategic policies for the city.

The project includes all 22 districts based
on Tehran’s Comprehensive Plan. The report
on Tehran's SOE Project deals with the en-
vironmental survey based on Tehran's 2025
Strategic Repon by Tehran City Council.

According to Tehran's 2025 Vision, a green
metropolis with light traffic. clean air and
beantiful appearance based on the latest in-
ternational standards. divine teachings and
environmental cthics have been defined.

The protection of its unique natural re-
sources is the main demands of citizens of
Tehran. Related institutions and laws on en-
vironment protection enjoy a unique status in
the urban management system.

Tehran's State of Environment will provide
all institutions with the opportunities to pre-
pare a comprehensive plan for the mega city
of Tehran, despitc all threats and numerous
environmental, cconomic and social prob-
lems.

Such a databank will reduce both the time
and cost of implementing projects in future.
By studying SOE, suitable policies were
adopted in urban management and one of
the problems concerning thg management of
Iran’s major cities with regard to a lack of
systematic outlook and absence of integrated
urban management was resolved.

By having access to Tehran’s State of Envi-
roament, the extent of improvement or deteri-
oration of Tehran's environmental conditions
can be measured. The findings of this project
can help managers adopt suitable strategies
in future.
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Deputy director of Tehran Studies |

and Planning Center:
Tehran Is Facing Serious
Environmental Damages

n and other big cities suffer from lack of in-
Bnisnn:wagugarmo Tehran Studies
and Planning Center is developing a compre-
hensive plan for integrated management of Tehran
metropolis.
Seyyed Mohammad Mojabi, c..oaou.&:oong._.m.
hran Studies and Planning Center stated that Tehran is
gmﬂ@isgmoxag%%gnm!gma

width, measuring some 668 square kilometers in area.

Statistics show Tehran had a 8!...&6:&83» iS5
million in 2006, and the figure has certainly increased.
This is while such big cities suffer from high nmguo?
ulation and this issue requires the management of the
city by efficient directors.

m.:_.m: is facing serious environmentat problems such
as air, water, and solt poliutions. Nearly ali metropolises
magwcgio!mam The fourth socio-economic
%%i%cﬁcﬁﬁqg

should be reduced to a great amount, but the goal has

yet to be realized.

Some 80 percent of Tehran pollutions resuit from vehi-
cles. Currently, over 3.4 million cars and 2.2 milllon mo-
torcycles are moving across Tehran. Only 30 percent of
trips Is carried out via the public transportation fleet. This
issue has contributed to a heavy traffic of vehicles which
has led to a great waste of time and imposes much harm
to the social and econamic sectors.

Tehran Studies and Planning Center is active in dif-
ferent fields to attain sustainable development and real-
ize integrated city management which is of paramoun
fmportance in social, economic, and environmental as-
pects.

Environmental issues are very important in big cit
ies such as Tehran and the center has adopted proper
policies to identify and deal with the environmental prob-
lems, so we should have SWTO which requires a com-
prehensive analyzing.

ldentifying state of environment (SOE) is underway by
the center to get a true image of the current condition of
ggﬁgaismag.ma;s?ﬂﬁ:omgmvg
is being developed in the country.

Al data related to the city, gardens, industries, and
trade centers are gathered in the form of the SOE plan
and we can analyze the data to make proper decisions.

As per the enactment of the City Council, the munici-
pality is obliged to take necessary measures based on
environmental considerations in order to improve the
quality of living in the city of Tehran

Mojabi went on to say that the Tehran Municipality
committee strategic studies and planning is working on
diffierent aspects of the Tehran environment to remove
the extant problems of the city.

He added that the lack of an integrated city man-
agement system is s major predicament which can

alr
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